Partnerships Briefs
for Small Island
Developing States

Oceans, Seas
& Biodiversity
UN Conference on
Small Island Developing States
Division for Sustainable Development
UNDESA
2014

Introduction
THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES
(SIDS Conference) will be held from 1 to 4 September 2014 in Apia, Samoa, with the overarching theme as “The sustainable development of small island developing States through
genuine and durable partnerships”.
The SIDS Conference will include six multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues (Partnership
Dialogues) that will serve as a forum to build on existing successful partnerships as well as
to launch innovative and concrete new ones, to advance the sustainable development of
Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

-

-

Reviewing existing north-south, south-south, and triangular partnerships in the select-

of existing partnerships, and the launching of new innovative partnerships, focusing on
public-private partnerships.
available in the SIDS 2014 Partnerships Platform (www.sids2014.org/partnerships) and as
indicated through consultations with the Secretariat of the SIDS Conference.

OCEANS AND SEAS COVER MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS
of the earth’s surface and contain 97% of the plan1

et’s water

coastal development, submarine infrastructure, un-

-

-

creasing atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations, also have a negative impact on oceans and

-

ple cause coral reef bleaching and negative effects

the creation of jobs as well as provide tourism and
recreational opportunities, shoreline protection
warming and sea-level rise.
man wellbeing through economic opportunities,
-

world’s land area and are home to about 20 percent
of all plant, reptile and bird species on the planet.
The latter of which is facing the highest rate of ex-

large ocean states since their land area in general

habitat destruction, over-exploitation and introduced invasive alien species (e.g. predators) in SIDS.2

under their jurisdiction.
SIDS face growing issues in the sustainable use of

-

oceans, which include, among others, marine pol-

charged into the environment without forethought

lution from a number of marine and land-based
sources,

unsustainable extraction of marine re-

1

TST Issues Brief: Oceans and Seas (2014)

2 UN-OHRLLS (2013) Small Island Developing States
in Numbers.

land degradation, overexploitation, pollution, inva-

Challenges such as high levels of post-harvest loss-

sive alien species, climate change and ocean acidi-

es, including the increasing discards of catches at

and entrepreneurship skills along the value chains,
to disease and climatic changes therefore aggravate
agriculture sectors . The loss and degradation of

SIDS.

most severe, and more immediate impacts on the

-

poor and vulnerable, women, children and indig-

nomic zones that SIDS manage, the issue of suf-

4

enous peoples .
3 Strachan, J. and Vigilance, C. Integrating Sustainable Development into National Frameworks: Policy
Approaches for Key Sectors in Small States, Commonwealth Secretariat (2011).
4 TST Issue Brief: Biodiversity (2014).

management, research, and observation is a major

THE FOLLOWING PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES ARE

1. Global Island Partnership (GLISPA): The Global

brief examples of some of the existing north-south,

Island Partnership (GLISPA) assists islands in ad-

south-south and triangular partnerships, global

dressing one of the world’s greatest challenges — to

and SIDS-focused in nature, complementing the ef-

natural resources that support people, cultures and
livelihoods in their island homes around the world.

and
more existing partnerships can be found on the
.

http://glispa.org/

www.sids2014.org/partnerships.

2. Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries,
and Food Security (CTI-CFF): is a multilateral partTimor Leste, working together to sustain extraor-

http://coraltrianglecenter.org/
3. Caribbean Challenge is an historic conservation
ernments, companies and partners to accelerate
action on conservation in the Caribbean. Together,
the 9 participating countries and territories have
committed to conserve at least 20% of nearshore
and coastal environments in marine protected arbeen established to support achievement of the CCI

4. Micronesia Challenge:
-

-

formed decisions.
-

A regional coordidress the threats and mitigate the negative impacts
resources of its membership which consists of regional inter-governmental organisations, academic
tional organizations to assist national governments
accelerating actions on the ground through close
organizations.
ship/invasive-partnerships.
7. Regional Seas Programme: The Regional Seas Programme aims to address the accelerating degradation
of the world’s oceans and coastal areas through the sustainable management and use of the marine and coast-

shared marine environment
8. Global Programme of Action for the Protection
of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities: aims at preventing the degradation of the

preserve and protect the marine environment”. It is
-

ue chain for rural development and food security:
aims at strengthening the productive and trade caeries value chain for rural development and food

sion:

-

to address problems in the management of high

tilateral cooperation in respect to conservation and

11.

Global Partnership for Oceans (GPO): an al-

liance of over 140 governments, international ortor interest committed to addressing the threats to
to the depletion of natural resource reservoirs that
tat loss.

Suggested opportunities for Partnerships

Strengthen national and regional efforts to improve coastal zone management, including prevention
of marine and land-based pollution.

Promote an inclusive and sustainable development of local economies utilising the oceans, seas and
services (e.g. carbon sinks, shoreline protection).
livelihoods.

petitiveness.
cation of climate information.
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